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FOREWORD

In April of 2005 , the Fire Protection Research Foundation s Detection and Alarm
Research Council identified the need for a study of direct visual signaling as a
means for occupant notification in large spaces. This need was based on the
promise shown by some previous limited testing that demonstrated the potential
for direct signaling for notification and a request from the NFPA 72 Technical
Committee on Notification Appliances for Fire Alarm Systems for additional data
to substantiate the addition of text to the Annex explaining possible direct
signaling effects in large spaces. The project was initiated in July of 2005.

The Research Foundation expresses gratitude to the report author, Robert
Schifiliti , P. , the Project Technical Panel: Bob Boyer, Dan Grosch , Dave
Lowrey, Harry Massey, Jeff Klein , Lee Richardson , Paul Patty, Ray Grill , and
Rein Haus , and the project sponsors: GE Security, Honeywell , Siemens Building
Technologies , SimplexGrinnell , Wheelock Inc. , National Electrical Manufacturers
Association , and the Automatic Fire Alarm Association for their support.

The content , opinions and conclusions contained in this report are solely those of
the author.
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